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The Use Of Programmed Instructional Materials
By The Office Of Comminications

in Getober, 1959, "Signal” magazine carried an article vhich reportad
unofficially on experiments which the U. S. Army Signal School, Fort ¥onmouth,
New Jarsey, were conducting with a new way of teashing Morse Code, based on’
"reinforced learning principles.” ‘'he article claimed thet the new system,
which relies upon some of the prinsiples used in Programued Instruction, allowed
student to "progress mich move rapidly than with former methods of instruction
I ¢ % 1Y estimated that spproximately ten hours (out of 37) will be saved with
this methed.’'

Intrigued by the possibility of improving their own instruction in Morse
Code, mezbers of the Training and Pevelopment Branch of the Office of Commni=
cations purchased a few aopies of the "Sound-NeSight Dode Course”, vhich is
availebls on the open market from John ¥. Rider Publisher, Inc., snd, in the
Spring of 1960, bsgan informal try-cuts. These exploratory efforte were quite
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carried on at the U. 5. Army Signal School, whose results were expected wi

& few months. mmnmtm,mu.s.cmtmmmgmn,a' : '
Connectiout, completed a cavefully ecnducted study of these materials which 2
Wwas 80 engouveging thet their teaining staff decided to use them as their **8
iar method of teaching code. In a letter of John F. Rider Publisher, Inc., = 53
on 19 August 1960 the Commandant of the Training Station wrote: “As a vesult | &
of changing to the reinforced learning method, cur students sre now taking X3
9% hours less classroom time to reach a code«gopying speed of 20 words-per-
mimite.” (This means that, thanks to "reinforced leswmning,” the Comst Guard
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Ard finally & letter from the Commandant, U, S, Signsl School, arrived, esrlf) 5E YT
in 1961, indicating that the "Sound-NeSight" system "hes definite advantages !a F
over previous methods.” o - gm
z‘¢ S :':'

Encouraged by these results and their own experiense, the Office of Com 03
mmnications, in February 1961, began using s modified version of the "Sound "
Sight" method 1? their own training courses. Results of the first try-cut - >
were dissppoint, éhoving 1ittle advantage for the students who had used the i ¢ T
new mathod. DBut an anelysis é#f-student difficulties suggested that requiringe ¥ & &
the student to recognize toded letters on s as well as memmsgmg‘ﬁgz
problems later on vhen the student was expscted to rely ent on . n,?’;-:-:g
So the training staff eliminated the “Sight" training for the next N AR
and found e great lmprovement. ELagp
N e

Further try-ocuts of the revised system wers so sucoessful that this new 3;‘; gq
tratning technique s now deing regularly used byithe 0C Training Staff to B _ Anjw
teach both sgenis and hesdquarters perscnnel. In the year ani a half that 4% R liwe
has been in use, over 200 students have learned the Morse Code by this methoff % =T 5
Copies of the materials have been prepared in French and Greek and have beenL O % "o
used &t training stations around the world. Eggg
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, The principle advantage of the new techniquercenters in the time whioh

it saves both for stulents and for instructors. Although no exact recoxds
have been kept of the results, training personnel estimate that students have
been leaxning at about twice the rate thet they would have lsarned under the
older method. In sddition, becsuse the mow materisl is entirely selfeinstruc-
tional, an instructor can mensge at least twice as many students as he could
before and still de avalleble to give each student any individual attention

he mey need.
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